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Nolite igitùr in conſervandis bonis viris defatigari, non 
Cupiditate præſertim, aut pravitate aliqud lapfis ;, 
ſed opinione officti, ſtultd fortaſſe, cert# non improb4. _ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


O attempt ſame Cure for wrong Judgments, 
(the Slavery of Mind and Body) 1s certainly 
a laudable Endeavour, however idle it may appear, 
or however ill it hath hitherto ſucceeded. The fol- 
lowing Thoughts are calculated as Preparalives, ranged 
in the Order of Queſtions and Propoſitions; a Me- 
thod, which, leaving the Mind abſolutely free, throws 
it, of Courſe, into the pleaſing Neceſſity of exerting 
its own Strength, and of encountering (as it were 
alone) the Crude Diſtempers of Habit and Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion, I thought the Publication ſeaſonable, at this 
Time particularly, as it might induce ſome, before 
the approaching Seſſion of Parliament, to explain the 
#feful Truths here ſtarted, with the Force they merit; 
and as it might induce Perſons | in Authority, to digeſt 
them, for the Good of the Nation. In Truth, if 
ſuch Particulars, with many more connected with 
them, be left unconſidered, or but irivially examined, 
the Remedy of our Moral and Political Evils, may, 
for the preſent, be deſpaired of; though, it muſt be 
owned, no Time, fince the Revolution, hath been bet- 
ter diſpoſed for receiving it. 

Party, ( Eccleftaſtic, as well as Civil,) is generally 


the Ignorance, the Madneſs and the Sorrow of the. 


many for the Gain of the few; a mighty Misfortune, 
and a ſullen Slavery of the Mind, whoſe Cauſes (with 
us eſpecially) are the Effects of other Cauſes, the 
more deſtructive as they lye hid from the Obſerva- 
tions of moſt People, and perhaps of many wortby 
Perſons, in whoſe Power it is, either totally to re- 
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move them, or, at leaſt, give them a better Ply with 
Regard to public Affairs. | 

The Obliquity of inveterate. Prepoſſeſſions, in ſhort, 
f. rms the whole Subject of the enſuing Endeavour. 
Let us ſtruggle, to the beſt of our Power, with the 
big, the compound, and the rude Evil; and let us en- 
tertain ſome Hope, that the happy Period of its 
Diſſolution, is not ſo remote, as thoſe, who have an 
Inlereſt in Error, have Reaſon to wiſh, and Craft to 
ſuſpend. * 


July 27, 1751.1 


Seaſonable Thoughts, Sc. 


f motos præſtat componere fluctus. 
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1. N an Endeavour, which lays down Princi- 
ples of the greateſt Importance, it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to begin with ſuch as appear 

undeniable, and ſuch as muſt render the Caſe of Man- 

kind extremely deplorable, if they be not true, 
2. There being but fewo certain Truths in this World 
of limited and fallible Beings, the Knowledge of thoſe 

Truths ought to be the Study, as the Practice of them 

ought to be the Buſineſs of Mankind; ſince the more 

we walk in the Paths of Truth, or deviate from them, 
the more we tend towards a State of Moral Perfection, 
or Depravation, either as Members of Society, or as 

Individuals. 

3. The Abſence of Truth infers Error, and eſta- 
bliſhes it : Hence thoſe grinding Meaſures of political 
and ſteady Perſeverance of Moral Evil in the World ; 
Deviations hitherto overturning or waſting it, with 
very little Appearance of Amendment or Reforma- 
dion. | | | 

4. Perſons intereſted in Error will not fail to 
eſtabliſh it, when armed with Power. Power infers 
arbitrary Will; a Liberty of acting againſt all the 


ſalutary Truths which might detect or limit ity and 


hence the Inutility, and frequently the Danger, of 


Countries. | 
5. All wiſe States will ſet Pounds to their own 
Power: They will do ſo, when it is apparent they 
1 make 


propoſing any Meaſures of Rectitude in BHrannica!l 
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(6) 
niake the Public Utility the Rule of their Ordinances z 
cheir private Ends will yield to general Diſtreſs, and 
their Prejudices to Truth, where the Truth is manifeſt * 

This is the glorious Privilege of a x free Country, and 

no Country can be 7ruly free where it is not exerted. 

6. True Politics mult be grounded on the Princi- 
ples of rue Religion; and without this Connection 
Miſrule and Tyranny muft, more or leſs, prevail in 
every Country, let what will be ſuppoſed in the 
Scheme of the Conſtitution, 

The Truths of Revelation have confirmed thoſe 
of Nature, and rendered every ſalutary Truth practi- 
cable, and even manifeſt to thoſe who,. in earneſt, 
mean well for themſelves and for Mankind. 

8. It follows, therefore, that, of all Religions, 
that of Chriſt JESU alone, is adapted to the Per- 
fection of our Nature, ſince that alone preſſes home 
every Duty to the Heads and Hearts of Men, places 
true Happineſs in a future State, alleviates the Pains 
of the preſent, and makes the Love of God and Man 
the Baſis of every other relative Duty. 

9. Every End being attainable by adequate Means ; 
10 in Religion, the Belief of ſeveral myſterious Articles, 
and the Practice of ſeveral myſterious Duties, remote 
from the Sphere of our Intuitive Knowledge, is neceſſary 
to the Attainment of our true and ultimate Happineſs. 

10. From the foregoing Propoſitions, the follow- 
ing Queries are deducible, and very appoſite in this 
Place, as. they are fo worthy the 3 of the 
Public at all Times, and particularly in the preſant, 
when an amiable Spirit of Enquiry and Toleration is 
diffuſing itſelf through all Ranks of People. 

11. Whether the "inſpired Writings be / ambigu- 
ouſly worded, as to admit Miſconceptions and fatal 
Miſtakes about the Myſteries neceſſary to be believed 
and prattiſed ? | 

12. Whether any human Deciſions of the Scrip- 
ture Senfe ſhould not be conſidered,” as a Scheme of 

8828 political 


. 
political Union, not a Plan of Authority, to dic- 
tate, puniſh and ſilence? 

13. Whether the Myſtery of the Bleſſed Trinity, 
in the Conception of Athanafins the Monk, is to be 
believed under Pain of eternal Damnation ? 

14. Whether a Poſfrbility of miſtaking the neceſſa- 
ry Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith ſhould not humble 
the arbitrary Expounders, and render them diffident 
of their own Interpretations ? 

15. Whether ſuch an honeft Difidence might not 
become falhble Men, who oft are obliged to differ 
from themſelves, as well as from one another ? 

16. Whether the ſeveral contending Churches now, 
and at all Times, in Chriſtendom, have not laboured, 
more to ſharpen the Hearts and Swords of Mankind 
againſt one another, than to promote that eternal 
Truth, which was promulged to put an End to all 
Contention ? | 

17. Whether ſome Points of Doctrine and Sum- 
maries of Faith in particular Churches owe not their 
Original more to local Cauſes, and an Abborrence of 
oppoſite Sella, than to the rye Spirit and Meaning of 
the Goſpel? 

18. Whether, if any Catholic Church doth now 
exiſt, (ſuch as we profeſs in the Apoſtolic Creed) it 
may not, in a great Degree, be diſcovered by its 
Deteſtation of all Revenge, Rage, and unchriſtian 
Male volence towards all its ſeparate Brethren ? 

19 Whether the Authors of Church Symbols, have 
not been, generally, a Species of Eccleſi Taft Difaa- 

| tors, like thoſe of ancient Rome, who exacted Obe- 


dience to all their Acts, in the moſt unlimited Manner 


poſſible ? 

20. Whether ic be any Secret in human Nature, 
that Societies of Men oft deteſt one anther, purely 
for a of Pratlites? 

Whether this Weakneſs in our Nature ought 
. © be guarded againſt, as an Evil out of which 
numberleſs Plagues way germinate ? 


A 4 22. Whe⸗ 
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22. Whether, without Chriſtian Forbearance in con- 
troverted Doctrines; the Bible be not to Chriſtians, 
what it is to the eas, as a Book ſealed; the Repoſi- 

tory of their Faith, -but at the ſame Time the Wit- 
_ of their Condemnation ? 

Whether it be not odious, in the Nature of 
Thizes, to puniſh your. Brother, for his Du&rines of 
Chriſtianity, ſince they are his Rules of Moral Action, 
and conſequently the Conſideration which ſhould re- 
AY him moſt to you ? 

. And, Wherher a Man's good Behaviour to ci- 
* ae doth not pronounce his Dactrines ſound, 
in the only Caſe in which the Civil Magiſtrate can take 
3 of his Faith ? 

25. Whether any Thing in this World hath ever 
prevented the Progreſs of univerſal Benevolence more, 
chan the want of what is in every Man's Power, 
thinking honeſtly and humanely ? 

26. Whether the Bulk of Mankind think for them- 
flows, at all, in thoſe Matters which concern them 
moſt? 

27. Whether thinking for thewfelves and for all 
Mankind, be not the Buſineſs of Mankind, particu- 
larly the ſole Buſineſs of 'us Iſlanders. already ſomewhat 
emancipated from former Prejudices, and ſtarting into 
a new, learned, and induſtrious Nation? | 

48. Whether Ireland, of late Years (ceteris pari- 

bus,) yielded to any free Nation in Europe, in the 
richeſt Examples of true Fatriotiſm and true Know- 
ledge? 
29. Whether ſtopping ſhort in ſuch a Progreſs 
would not betray a Sottiſhneſs inexplicable by the 
meaneſt Notion, our Enemies can form of us; and 
an Infatuation equal to our Infamy ? 

30. Whether our Parent Ifle of Britain hath not, 
/ince the Revolution of 88, (the Ara of. Civil and Re- 
tigious Liberty,) accummulated vaſt Wealth, and ex- 
celled all, Nations now on the Earth in all ufeful Arts, 
rational, ſcientific and mechanical ? 


31. Whe- 


99 

31. Whether hat and doth not lye at preſent 
under Diſadvantages from which Jreland is thorough- 
ly free? 

: $2. Whether the Glory, and Greatneſs of Britain, 
did not proceed fundamentally from the Spirit of free 
Enquiry, and a thorough Diſengagement from the | 
Impreſſions of paſſive Infancy? . N 

33. Take a View of all the free Nations, that ever 
figured in Hiſtory, and ſee if any arrived to Great= | 
neſs or Glory without ſhaking off the Preventions 
of inveterate Habits, both in thinking and acting. 

It ſhould be ſeriouſly conſidered, for it is true 
9 true) in fact, that the Bulk of Mankind 
take their Principles from the Hearſay of Childhood; 
and that their Preoccupations do not deſerve even 
the Name of Prejudice, which infers a Sort of Judg- | 
ment. 

35. That manyof our mean Preoccupations, Errors, 
and Perſecutions are owing ſolely to ſpirilual Direc- 
tors, who derive great Wealth, great Eaſe and great 
Privileges from Doctrines as abſurd in the Nature of 
Things, as ruinous in their Eects. 

36. That the Dictators in Revelation have done 
Mankind more Miſchief by Means of the Religion 
of Chriſt, than the Theiſts, by Means of the Reti- 
gion of Nature. 

37. That the fallacious Conviction extorted by the | 
Rewards or Puniſhments, annexed to this or that | 
Mode of Worſhip, is not only ſcandalous and crimi- | 
nal, with Regard to Individuals, but highly delri- 
mental to Civil Society. 

38. That ſuch as proclaim the "PI of God and 
Man to be the Sum of their Religion, and endeavour to 
their utmoſt, to comply with that fundamental Law, 
can nor be bad Subjects, under any free and equitable 
Government. 

39. There being an Ele? and Reprobate in the Po- 
litical,' as well as in the Religious World; ſo every 
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Sect, beter ver obnoxious, may produce gu Sabjetfs 
A wiſe Government will, by proper Tefts, i 
ſuch uſeful Members, and take great Care that they 
be not expoſed to Fury, Perſecutiorr or Thraldom, 
on the Score of their Ecelefinſtic Opinions, 

40. It ſeems, however, highly reaſonable, that 
the Legiſlators of any Church Worſhip, ſhould not ad- 
mit their Eftabliſi ment, to be — factiouſiy by 
Diſjenting Sects, to whom a free Toleration of their 
own ſeveral Syſtems, is Indulgence enough, without 
oe them any Power of diſturbing the public 

eace 

41. And, Hence the Neceſfity of keeping Diſſen⸗ 
ters out of the Pale of public Employments, except- 
ing only in the Caſe of a few particular Perſons, en- 
dyed with great Abilities, whoſe Reſtraints and In- 
ation, thro* legal Incapacities, may be vaſtly more 
_ detrimental to the State, than their Heterodoxy or 
Schm. SH 

42. But no Law whatſoever ſhould be enacted to 
hinder any. well-meaning Man from ſerving himſelf, 
and conſequently his Country in a private Capacity; 
becauſe fuch a legal Excluſion is nothing better than 
a mere negative Perſecution z an unbloody Inquifition 1 
the Torment, without the Privation of Life, and à 
flat Contradiction to the Spirit of every free and e- 
quitable Government. 

43. Our divine Maſter not only provided for our 
Wants by one, holy, and uniform Rule of Duty, but 
cautioned us, in an. eſpecial Manner, to be aware of 
intereſted and rapacious Interpreters, who (as he pre- 
dicted) ſhould, in future time, labour to torture this 
Law into a Syſtem of Tyranny and Seduction. Hence 
the Uſe, and hence the Neceſſity of private Fudg- 
ment, and hence the Evidence, that any Laws to 
cram Þ 


* I ſay Factiauſly attated, to diſtinguiſh the Violence of modere 
Enthufiaj!s, from the zealous, but meck Oppoſition of the fir/f 
Chrii/ian;, to the Religion eſtabliſhed by Law in their Time. 
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camp ihn nnalterable Rigbt, muſt be more prodluctivt 
of Apoſtacy, than Order; of Depjection and Miſery, than 
of Eaſe and Liberty. 

44. Perfection, "intolerable 1 in its Nature, is, how- 
ever, allowable in one Inſtance, and in that only; 
where the Doftrines advanced, are undeniably ſubverſive 
of the plain Principles of all Moral Reftitude, and con- 
ſequently of the National Conſtitulion. The Teachers 
and Abettors of ſuch' Doctrines ſhould furely be fi- 
lenced, if not puniſhed, until they give the ſureſt 
Teftimonials of their renouncing them. 

45, Great Danger (the greateſt Danger indeed) 
may ariſe from the Enemies of Peace profeſſing and 
deteſting the eſtabliſned Religion, as in the Caſe of 
the Manicheans of old. 

46. The Manicheans once forced into Perjury and 
the Neceſſity of maintaining a public, as well as pri- 
vate Religion; all Precautions to hinder their Pro- 
motion in Church and State proved abortive: Thus 
their Formentors gave the State the worſt of Ene- 
mies; a concealed one, whom 2 Laus could derect, and 
no Religion bind. 

47. How much fairer, as well as. wiſer, would it 
have been to admit the Manicheans, in the Begin- 
ning, to profeſs their original Doctrines without Vio- 


lence or Perſecution? The Set, which might dys | 


away in one or two Ages, continued Jurking in the: 
Boſom of the Church for ſever: Honeſt perhaps at 
firſt from Principle, it at laſt became dereſtable from 
Duplicity and Perjury; and the Poiſon, thus hid, 
operated inviſibly, until, in the End, it produced 7er- 
rible Convulſfons which tore up the Entrails of ſeveral 
Governments in Chriffendom. 


48. The Time (it is hoped) is approaching when 


the Force of theſe practical Truths, will be as ſenſi- 
bly felt in this Country, as the Operation of their op- 

N Evils is in almoſt every other. 
49. F tom n ſuch Facts it muy be Ry nm 
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Whetlier penal Schemes 1 Comprehenſion are 
bot oft the Cauſe rather of Schiſm, than Unifor- 
mary ? 

.þ 8 Whether the Infallibility claimed by the Ro- 
miſh Church, and conſequently the impoſed Neceſſity 
of ſubmitting to her doctrinal Deciſions, in the laſt 
Reſort of Judgment, hath not detached near to 
2 hirds of Chriſtendom from her Communibn ? 

51. Whether any Proteffant Church can, conſiſt- 
ently wich the fundamental Principles of the Reforma- 


tion, drels up the Horrors of Popery in any new Li- 


very of Periecution ? 


52. Whether any Church, at this Day ſubſi ting 
on Earth, can be infallibly certain of its own Ortho- 
dox yin every Point of Doctrine? 


3. Whether the Omiſſion of ſome fundamental Doc- 
trines, and the Profeſſion of ſome that are falſe or 
unneceſſary, may not be the Caſe in every viſible 
Church ? 

54. Whether, where ab/olute Certainty can not be 
found, nor pretended, abſolute Forbearance be not a 
Chriſtian, as well as Moral Duty? 

55. Whether, if * Athanaſius was the firſt who 
3 Monkery and Eccleſiaſtic Tyranny in Europe, it 
be not now full Time to ' cut off the Roots, as at the 
Reformation we cut off the — of his Doc- 
trines? 

56. Whether if there be any Hereſy i in the Church, 
it doth not belong principally to thoſe Janizaries of 
Faith, who, with the Monk Athanaſius at the Head of 
them, deal eternal Damnation to ſuch Chriſtians as 


explain the divine Text in a different Way from them- 
ſetves i f 


57. Whether 5 Manner of making free wich the 
Bolt of the Almizhly, in a mere controverſial 1 on 
be not a Popiſh Impiety evidently oppoſite to th 
true Principles of the Reformation? 

58, Whe- 
- ® See Dr. halli, Inquiry; Se. Introd. p. 52. Dub. Edit. 
1 
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58. Whether Variations in Religion, may not be 
extremely uſeful to the Cauſe of Truth, under the 
Neutrality of the Secular Arm; fince each may diſſent 
from his Neighbour upon honeſt Principles, and as 


Truth may at Jait “ blaze forth from the Colliſſon of 


jarring Opinions? | 0 
59. Whether Prejudice in Favour of Eccleſiaſtic 
Falſhoods, hath not infſuenced the Politics and per- 
verted the Courſe of Fuſtice in all Countries, not ex- 
cepting the free and wiſe State of Athens, which mur- 
dered the beſt of its Subjects and the ableſt Man of the 
Heathen World, for attempting to explain the Princi- 
ples of true Theology among his Fellow-Citizens ? 
60. Whether Prejudices in Favour even of Truth, 
can ever be laudable, except thro* the Medium of 
Forbearance and Chriſtian Charity? 

61. Whether charging People with Doctrines bey 
condemn, be not as unjuſt as forcing your own upon 
them & 1 

62. Whether the Toleration of Diſſenters ſince the 


late happy Revolution hath not ſhewn.the Church of 


England conſiſtent with itſelf and with the Reformation ? 


63. Whether this Glerious Spirit of Chriſtian Li- 


berty, hath not operated wonderfully in reforming 
the Manners and promoting the Knowledge, of all 
the Britih Nations, ſince the Acceſſion of tbe pre- 

ſent Royal Family? | | 
64. Whether this Spirit hath not with equal Rapi- 
dity advancett; ge Wealth, Strength, and Induſtry 
of theſe happy and envied Nations? 
65. Let th fatal Conſequences of a different Con- 
duct among the unhappy Nations of . the Continent in- 
ſtruct and terrify us: Let it be obſerved how litile 
Dcings prove the Effect of little Thinking and Miſery 
of both : How their different Weights and Meaſures 
would ſhame privaie Life ; How perverſely the moſt 
TEEN applauded 


* Ut ex conflictu opinionum ervatur & eluceſcat verizas. Avs. 
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of thoſe Nations act from god, ang how 
cruelly from bad Principles! 
65. As Trelend never beheld an aber, nor r 
Body of Men, than that which compoſes; our preſem 
Legiſlature, What. may we not expect from them, 
22 ourſelves and our Poſterity ? 
66. From the Laws enacted here for twenty three 


years paſt, how wonderfully has Ireland improved in 


Arts, Manufattures, and Commerce? 

67. Free as we are from Party and FaQion, what 
may we not hope from the Co-operation of the People 
in this great Work of the Improvement of Ireland ? 

68. A Spirit of Inquiry and true Knowledge propa- 
gated among, us, free from all Bigotry or Ribs, is 
not the ſmalleſt Happineſs we enjoy, but will render 
this Reign memorable in all future Ages. 

69. Doth nat our Compaſſion and yielding Temper, in 
the Relaxation of the Penal Laws againſt-the Papiſts, 
ſhew that we know how to ſever the Men from the 
Superſtition, and deteſt: ihe latter only? 

70. May not this feolifh Race, prove worthy of 
all this Compaſſion by pregnant Inſtances of Loyalty 
ro the Goyernment which extends it 3 by the Ob. 
ligations of Gratitude which no Superſtition can 
thoroughly efface in human Nature, and by Motives 
of Religion too, eſpecially where their Duty leads ſa 
evidently to their Intereſt? 

71. And, what can hinder tbe Papiſts bere from 
proving as good Subjects under this free Government, 
as their Brethren in Germany, under the arbitrary G. 
verument of Brandenburg and Saxony? 

72. May not the conſtant Rule of * Queen Elizabeth, 
in making the proper Diſtinction between Papiſts in 

Conſcience and Papiſts in Faction, be as worthy of our 
Conſideration, as of that wiſe and glorious Princeſs ? 

73. Let us try the Force of this Rule however, 
by the e Experiments, 

74. It 


* Oe the Craft man Vol. 7. p. and the Remarks on the Hiſtory 
of Lg land, by Mr. Oldcaftle. 
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74. It may be conſidered, by the Hijdom of the 
Nation, that ſeveral hundred ** Acres of Land, 
lye waſte in Ireland, utterly uſeleſs to the Proprietors, 


extremely noxious to the Air of the Kingdom, and 


conſequently to the Health as well as Encreaſe of the 
Inhabitants. 

75. Might not an 47 of Parliament, be ſafely 
paſſed to gualify the Papifts, to purchaſe our waſte 
Lands? 


76. It is certain that the reclaiming our Moraſſes 
and moſſy Bogs would be a vaſt Encreaſe to the 
Lands of this Kingdom, and conſequently a propor- 
tionate Encreaſe to its Induſtry and Wealth, 

77. It is equally undeniable, that moſt of our 
Popiſh Hands at preſent are chiefly employed in 
evaſting and impoveriſhing the Lands they occupy ;, from 
a Conſjderation natural enough; that Improvements 


on ſhort Leaſes hurt the Tenant, and tempt Proteſtant | 


Farmers to take Leaſes in n Et 


78. Might not the Scheme here propoſed ſer all 


thoſe hands to work, in * inſtead of disfi- 
guring our Lands ? 

79. It is highly probable that without ſuch a 
Scheme, our large Waſtes, twill continue waſte. 
$0, If the Papiſs converted theſe Waſtes into pro- 
fitable Land, the Proteſtant . Intereſt would greatly 
encreaſe, inſtead of being diminiſhed thereby. 

81. It is fitter perhaps, that ſuch large Waſtes, 
ſhould become profitable zz Popifh Hands, than in 


none. 


82. May not the lazy Triſh, from fo much En- 
couragement, become a very induſtrious Race? 


83. Will you loſe ſuch large Tracts to you and 
your Poſterity, rather than try an Experiment, by 


which you gain a great deal, and riſque Nothing ? 

84. Is any remote, or properly any imaginary 
Danger from our Popiſh Subjects, to be put in the 
Balance with the immediate Benefig of your Country ? 

85. Ir 
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835. It may be ſaid indefinitly, that the Principles 

of Papiſts lead to the Subverſion of our Conſtitution, 

and of civil Liberty. 

* 86. Let us try the laſt Propoſition by Reaſon and 
acts. | 

87. Their Principles cannot lead to the Deſtrue- 
tion of our political Conſtitution, x. Becauſe by their 
own Confeſſion a better cannot be framed. 2. Becauſe, 
this was formerly their own Conſtitulion, when the 
Popiſb Saxons governed England, when the * Hy- Niall 
Race ruled in Ireland, and when the Cortes's prevailed 
in Spain. 3. Becauſe all Mankind prefer their Li- 
berties to every other human Good, if any ſuch can 
ſubſiſt where Liberty doth not prevail. | 

88. Should their Principles, lead to the ſubverſion 
of our Church Eſtabliſhment, ſo do thoſe of the Pre/- 
byterians, Anabaptiſts, Methodiſts, &c. every diſſent - 
ing Sect in the World, would wiſh to ſee its own Doc- 
trines prevail; nor is the Defire criminal, when con- 
fined within the Bounds preſcribed by the Goſpel, 

89. What reaſonable. Chriſtian ever deſired to ſee 
his — eſtabliſhed by Wrath and ſanguinary Me- 
thods : | | 

go. If the natural Partiality of al! Sectariſts to 
their reſpective Syſtems of Worſhip, be diſarmed or 


impotent, it can never do hurt under any Eſtabliſh- 


ment, - 
91. Though we appear cured of the Evil of Party 
| ET in 


* The Hy-Niall Race governed Ir-/and from the Death of 
Dathias in the Year 428, to the Year 1002, when that Succeſſion 
was interrupted by the Depoſition of Malachy II. a Revolution, 
which haſtened the Deſtruction of the ß Oeconomy. 

The Hy-Nial! Princes were taken by the Election of the States, 
out of four Royal Dynaſties. The Eugenian, Conallian, Slanian 
and Colmanian ; The two firſt called the Northern Hy- N:alls, and 
the two others, (who reſided in Meath their Feudatory Province) the 
Southern. That [re/and was the Sanctuary of Knowledge and 
true Liberty in the Times of theſe Princes, we are aſſured from all 
Accounts forcign and domeſtic. 
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in this Country, yet our imaginary Fears may have 
all the bad Conſequences of affeZied Fears. 


92. Let it be remembered, that hen Party and 


affected Frars governed in England, it availed little to 
be of the Church eſtabliſped. The Whigs (as was pre- 
tended) were then overturning the Church: The To- 
ries were bringing in the Pretender and Popery. Each 
Party triumphed, and each was preſcribed in Turn. 
Thus was a, great Nation bubbled ; and thus was 
facred Liberty crucified between two Factions. 

3. We are doubtleſs grown too wiſe, to ſacrifice 
any Part'of the Glory, Liberty, or Wealth of 'our 
— to ſuch Conſiderations. 

The preſent Papiſts of Ireland are not to be 
pafalielel. with thoſe, who formerly kept us in an al- 
moſt continual State of Warfare. 

95: From the Year 1533, to the fall Eſtabliſpment 
of the Proteſtant Intereſt, they had a great: Stake 10 
ſtruggle for; the Religion of their Education, and 
the Lands of their Forefathers. © * © 

96. The Papiſts of former Times oppoſed the 
Reformation, and attempted to throw off our Govern- 
ment rather than receive it; they took up Arms for the 
Religion then eſtabliſhed, and ſuch Struggles are na- 
tural under all the civil Conſtitutions under Heaven: 


7. It is one Ying to oppoſe a new and controvertell © 


Eftabliſhment, bur quite another, to oppoſe an old and 
legal one. 

98. All, who ever rretended to common Senſe, 
cannot but own, the Force of ſuch a Diſtinction. 

99. The preſent Papiſts, are not ſo ſtupid, as not 
to ſee this Difference in the two Caſes, and if we 
may take their Word, they have as little the Will, 
as they have the Power or Right to diſtard this old 
Eſtabliſhment, 


100. But, be their preſeat impotent Intentions 


what they will, it is certain, that a reſtive Servant 
may become a good and honeſt one: If you keep 
| B him | 


— - . — 


tlon. 


us enable them to the beſt of our Power, to ſerve it. 


earneſtly wiſh Ireland to be in at preſent. 


' this Eradication of Popery ? 


i Treland, when Popery now expiring, is laid fairly in 
. | 
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him too low, he muſt grow liſtleſt and dejected, where- 
as a little Encouragement and wholſome Food, will 
render bim vigilant and active in your Service. 
101. It is inconceivable what good Effect a little 
Kindneſs, will have on Societies of Men who long 
have groaned under the Preſſures of Power. 

102. A Perſon ſentenced to die, fancies himſelf 
happy, when he is put under a Rule of Tranſporta- 


103. If the Papiſts cannot difturb the State, let 


104. If we have any Parties to contend with, they 
are beyond my Knowledge: It is certain, the Papiſks 
are not of the Number. 

105. Their Superſtition is their own, but their Im- 
provements and Induſtry ours. | 

106. Their Idleneſs and felf-intereſted Neglects of 
building, improving, or planting, may be ſaid to be 
ours allo. | SAT 
a 107. Remove the Cauſe, and you remove the Ef- 

ect. | 

108. Are there no Halcyon Days for this Country, 
until all its Inhabitants profeſs the Religion of the civil 
Magiſtrate ? | 

109. If the Proportion of Proteſtant and Papiſt in 
the Kingdom of Scotland, was as two hundred to one 
(according to Sir William Temple*s Computation) in 
even Charles the Second's Reign, may it not be ſaid 
that Scotland was then in the Situation, that we ſo 


110. And what has that ill. fated Country gained by 
111. How oft, how cruelly, and how juſtly hath 


it ſuffered by its own Factions and Rebellions within 


the Compaſs of the laſt forty Years ? 
112. May not dangerous Factions ſpring up in 


113. May 
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' 113. May it not be averred, that L. was 2 
greater Enemy in our Boſom, than ad the Papiſts 
put together ? 


114. Hath England aught to fear from this Ghof 
of Popery ? 


115. If the Conſtitution of theſe Countries ſhould 


ever be openly attacked, or ſecretly undermined, 
from what Ruarter is the Danger moſt rely to 
come: ? 
116, Is it wiſe to turn our Eyes from the ProſpeR 
of any real Dangers, and fix them on ſuch as are 
W and impoſlible ? 

117. Hath not the Romiſh States them/aloes, tole- 


lated the furious and contending Sects of Dominicans 


and Feſuits without much Apprehenſion; I am ſure, 
without laying any legal ene or infliting any 
legal Puniſhments on either? 

118. Hath not the Introduction of Learning and 
Arts into the Popiſh Countries forced Popery itſelf to 
relent, and greatly moderate the Crueites of the In- 
8 

119. Who believes, or thinks at bis Peril, in the 
free Popiſh Cantons of Switzerland ? 

120. May not a negative Inquifition, bear all the 
Fruits of a Ritual one? | 
121. If Popery be ſo little to be dreaded in Tre- 
land, we ſhould not furniſh France, our natural Ene- 
my with the leaſt Means of fupplying herſelf with 


hewers of Wood and drawers of Water, out of this 


Country, vaſtly too thin of Inhabitants, even at this 
Time. 


122, It is well known that the Court of France 
drew up an Act for naturalizing all 1ri/ Papiſis, and 


that this Act hath been lately regiſtered in their Par- 
lament of Paris, 

123. It would be an indelible Shame, and at pre- 
ſent an irreparable Loſs to us, to let France recruit 
the late Waſte of its Subjects, at our Expence. 


B 2 124. The 


: 
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124. The Increaſe of Subjects to that Country 
may prove leſs alarming, but in many Reſpects more 
dangerous to the World, than an Enereaſe of its 
Daminions. 

12. It is not perhaps fulent, nor politic to give 
any part of our People a tborough Diſlite to the Land 

of thetr Birth. 

126. When they conſider themſelves as Aliens and 

Exiles, Nwnbers, like Birds of Paſſage, will prepare 

for their Flight into 'more commodiaus and habitable 

K n, 

127. Should they mend their Condition by Emigra- 
ws the Cowards they left at home, will then fol- 
ow. | 
128. If you allow them to purchaſe your uſeleſs 
Lands, or take long Leaſes of them, you will en- 
courage them to employ their Hands at Home, and 
this Country will thereby in ſome Years hence, ex- 
bibit as fine a Face as any at this Day in Europe. 
129. What has made delightful Meadows of the 
Marſhes in the United Provinces ? 

130. It is poſſible you may puniſh theſe People 
for mere problemalical Evil and which they could not 
commit, if they would. 

131. It is likewiſe poſſible, that you have taken 
the Tenets of their Religion, from prejudiced Perſons 
of your own Religion, or from Enthuſiaſts of theirs. 

- 132, It is indiſputably poſſible, that there. may be 
Proteſtants Bigots as well as Papiſts ; able, ſelt-nte- 
reſted, and learned Craftſmen ot all Parties, who 
| foment our religious Wars, to run away with the 
Plunder, and who in all Ages have done more Miſ- 
chief to the World thay all the ſtanding Armies in 
133. If Men too fatally for themſelves, (too 
eruelly for their Fellow Creatures,) had not ſottiſhly 
precluded themſelves from a fair Examination of 
their own and others Principles, they would not at 0 

ay 


9 | 
Day have Religion enough to hate, but not enough to 
love one another. . 


I 34. A few ® Berkleys in each Com munion , would | 


ſoon reſtore to us that Spirit of Chriſtianity, which 
one alone hath laboured fo apoſtolically to revive. 

135. Brandenburg, Upper Saxony and the EleAorate 
of Hanouer, may convince us, that Papiſts may prove 
good Subjetts in a proleſtant Country. 

136. Our own Country (after the Determination 
of the Diſputes about Property and Power) has af- 
forded Examples of this. 

137. The Teſtimony of Fafts is the moſt ſtubborn Evi- 
dence in the World. . 

138. It has ever been the Policy of all wiſe States, 
to ſet all their uſeleſs Hands a going, and encourage 
them to go on. 

139. If we ſhould embaraſs ours, we may late 
from the Public, what we give to Prejudice, 

140. It is not Wiſdom to riſque a real preſent Be- 
nefit, for prevention of a future improbable Evil. 

141. You will with infinite:y more Eaſe, make 
Converts to the Conſtitution of the State, than of that 
of the Church. 

142. If you make them Converts to the Government, 
they will not lightly riſque it; or their own Safety, 
tor the Superiority or Pageantry of any Eccleſiaſtical 
Power. ky | | 

143. The Prieſthood (æſpecially that of Rome) may 
wel] ſubſiſt without temporal Power, about which the 
Goſpel is wholly ſilent, except in the Caſe of forbid- 
ding tt. | 

144. It is no wild Suppoſition, that many Con- 
verts to our Religion, and many more on whom Re- 
ligion of any Kind, operates bur little, or not at all, 
may in ſome future Time prove the greateſt Ene- 
mies 


* See the. preſent Biſhop of Cloyne's two Addreſſes to the R. 
Catholics of Veland. 
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mies to our Government, and that our chief domeſtie 
Danger muſt flow from that Quarter, or from none. 

145. The Relaxation of the Penal Laws hath been 
on ſundry Occaſions, very gratefully and we may be- 
heve, very ſincerely acknowledged by the Papiſts of 
Treland. 

146. May not a Repeal of ſome Laws which bear 
hard on their Land Induſtry and conſequently upon. 
our own, convert Gratitude into Afﬀettion and Altach- 
ment &. 

147. Give them your waſte Lands to enjoy and 
cultivate and tate their Arts, Manufactures, Improve- 
4 ments, and themſelves in Lieu, Thus do you gain a 
| great deal and Joſe nothing. 
| 148. Such a Property in Popiſh Hands with a legal 
Security for its perpetuity, will enrich, enlarge, and 
adorn your Country. 

149. In ſound Policy you ſhould ſecure yourſelves. 
of the Attachment of this People, by ſome permanent 
Property. 

1:50. Some permanent Property in Popiſh Hands, 
Mi is ſafer than an indefinite, inviſt ble, aud portable Pro- 
[ erty 
| F 5 If you have no Security of them but their 
Money and their Arts of acquiring it, they may in a 
few Years (by ſeaſonable Temptations from abroad) 
ſteal both away from you. 

»52. It ſhould be conſidered, whether any Decay 
of our Manufactures (now in theif Infancy) Siva 
with any conſiderable Drain of our Species, might 
not produce a Waſte inſupportable to this Nation. 

153. Whether the Naturalization Act of the French, 
be not a Snare laid by that crafty Nation, to drain 
us of our Species, our Manufactures, our Merchants, 
aur Seamen, and our labouring Subjects. 

154. Whether our Popi/h Subjects, can be in the 
thouſandth Degree, ſo hurtful to us in Ireland, as in 


France? 
155, Whether 
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155. Whether our Popiſh Subjects, can in any Re- 

ſpe& hurt us at home, unleſs it be by the Tncapacities 
and Diſcouragements we lay them under ? 

156, Whether any great Improvement of the Li- 
nen Manufactures of France, would not prove very 
rainous to thoſe of Ireland ? 

157. Whether your allowing our popiſh Subjects 
ſome permanent Property in your abel Waſtes, would 
not prevent the French from underſelling us in any 
Branch of that Induſtry ? 

158, Whether the Papiſts of the ſouthern Provin- 
Ces X Treland, have not within the Compaſs of theſe 
laſt twenty Years, made a conſiderable Progreſs in 
our Linen Manufactures ? 

159. Whether their conſiderable Progreſs in 
that inexhauſtible Source of Wealth, (if well ma- 
naged) may not in a few Years become a rapid 
one ? 

160. Whether a Spinning Wheel in the Province 
of Connaught, where the Momentum of this Manu- 
facture is leaſt felt, will not earn ten Pounds per An- 
num, in the Hands of an Iriſh Wench ? 

161. Whether four Pounds of that Sum be not 
an annual Addition to our Stock, and preferable to 

the Importation of ſo much Bullion! 

162. Whether the Inhabitants of Connaug bi do not 
at preſent employ ten Hands in the Linen Manufac- 
ture, to one they employed in the Year 1735 ? 

163. Whether the Turks bearded and threatened 
by the Vicinity of ſo many mighty Chriſtian Mo- 
narchies, do not however without the leaſt Appre- 
henſion allow a landed and permanent Property to 
their Chriſtian Subjects both in the Levant and in 
Aſia ? © | 

164. Whether the Chriſtians be not vaſtly more 
numerous in the Levant than the Papiſts are in Tre- 


land? 
i165. Whether 
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165. Whether the Greeks of the Morea ate not 
far eaſter at preſent under the Tarkiſh Yoke, than 
under their late Chriſtian Maſters the Venetians ? 

166 Whether when two Hounds are in a Leaſh, 
the ſtronger will not at all Times, run away with the 
Weaker ? 

167. Can it be affirmed that a weak Body of Po- 
piſh ad in this Country, is to be dreaded 
more by the powerful Nations of Great Britain and 
Ireland, than the Chriſtians of the Levant and the 
leſſer Aſia by the Turk? _ 

168. Whether the Turks by defiſting from Perſe- 
cution, have not rejected a poſitive Law of their own 
Koran ? 

169. Whether Chriſtians by adopting the Law of 
the Koran, have not in that. Particular renounced 
the Bible which forbids Perſecution ? 

170. Whether the French are not at this Day per- 
ſecuting Chriſtians for Righteouſneſs Sake ? 

171 "Whether the French have ever afforded their 
Proteſtant Subjects any other Beatirude ? 

172. Whether in France common Equity, com- 
mon Humanity, the public Good, and the Goſpel, > 
be not facrificed to the ill grounded Hatred of their 
8 7 1 Brethren? 

173. Whether there be not ſomewhat in the Ge- 
nius of the Britiſß Nations averſe from Perſecution and 
ſpiritual Tyranny ? 

174. Whether all the Reaſoning in the World, 
from the Laws of Nature or the Goſpel, can have the 
leaſt Effect againſt popular Error, nurſed in Bigotry, 
matured in Malevolence, and even blind to all the 
Dictates of Self-Intereſt ? 

175. Whether in every Country where Perſecution 
| prevails, the Governors do not miftake the Prblic 
Good, for their own capricious Pre-occupations + ? 

176. Whether Perſecution in a Land of Liberty 
can be of long Duration, eſpecially when a * of 

ree 
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free Inquiry, a rational, humane and diſengaged 
Turn of Thinking pervades the Mind, becomes a 
ſecond Nature to Individuals, and to * aggregate 
Whole, a public Duty? 

177. What Denominations of Men « can be more 
firmly attached to the preſent Conſtitution, than 
the Proteftant Diſſenters of Great Britain and Ireland? 

178. Whilſt the Reſentment of former. Injuries 
(like the Swell of the Ocean after a Storm) operated 
formerly as ſtrongly upon Parties, as the -Senſe of 
the Injuries themſelves; how paſſionately * and how 
unreaſonably have the Protefast Dilſenters been 
___ OI 
179. Hath not Party (even Ecclefiaſtic Party) in 
this Caſe relented ; and is it not natural that all Re- 
ſentments (clerical as well as political) muſt ſome 
Time or other be buried with: the Cauſes which oc- 
caſioned them? 

180. If Proteftants of all amis be in the 

happy Temper here ſet forth; may it not be expect- 
ed that the Proteſtant Diſſnters will ſoon receive the 
full _ Reward of their Loyalty; Services, and Suffer- 
ings? 
18 1. May not our Popiſh Diſenters, with far in- 
ferior Privileges, be rendered far more attached to 
this N than to a French Government with- 
out it 

182. Were not the Papiſts poſſeſſed of great Pro- 
perty, and very great Privileges in the Reign of our 
late Immortal Deliverer K. William III.“ 

183. Were not all thoſe Papiſis in Arms againſt 
that Glorious Monarch, and obſtinate to all Terms of 
Submiſſion, until reduced to the laſt Extremity by his 
victorious Arms ? | 

184. Providing early for their Redu#ion, hath not 
K. William — with . W _ 


their Safety? 
l 7 185 If 
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-185. If you be at Eaſe when your Danger is 
greateſt, when a new Revolution takes Place, when the 
Flames of recent Contentions are ſtill alive, when many 
are ruined, nany more fierce and deſperate : If I ſay, 
vou can be ſecure under all theſe Circumſtances, may 
you not be entirely ſo, when all thoſe Circumſtances are 
removed? Ok 

186. If K. William ſaved the offending Fathers, 
ſhall we puniſh the innocent Children ? 

187, In what Inſtances did the Papiſts provoke the 
penal and incapacitating Laws againft them, ſince 
the Death of our Glorious Deliverer? 

188, May it not be truly ſaid, that the Gavel Act 
of 1703, for hindering the Growth of Popery, is 
now virtually expired, having no Materials to operate 
u pon? | 
189. Whether the Papiſis be not at preſent (ſtri 
ped as they are of all landed Property) leſs A | 
ed with us than ever, and conſequently more than 
ever at Liberty (if properly encouraged from abroad) 
to take Wing ? 

190. And whether their Flight at this Time, would 
not prove of ruinous Conſequence to this improving 
Nation ? IE 

191. What is their Idolatrous Worſhip to us, if 
their Political Morals, like thoſe of their Brethren in 
Brandenburg, Saxony and Hanover be found ? 

192. Take away Property from the Profeſſors of 
this or that Goſpel Syſtem, take away Liberty from all 
who will not receive your own particular Scheme of 
Chriſtianity, What is the Conſequence ? 

193. The Growth of your Wealth and Strength, is 
a Matter of far greater Conſideration to you than the 
Growth or Extinction of Popery *® 

194. Notwithſtanding what is here humbly pro- 
poſed, I think no Papift ought to be relieved from 
the legal Reſtraints and Incapacities now in * 

who 
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who ſhould refuſe the following (or ſome ſuch) Teſt 
of his Fidelity. | 

« I A. B. ſwear, Sc. that I ſhall be a true and 
“ loyal Subject to his Sacred Majeſty K. George, 
«« and ſhall maintain the Settlement of the Crown 
as nod eftabliſhed by Law; that I will to the beſt of 
«© my Power uphold and ſupport the preſent Conſti- 
e tution, which in my Conſcience I think the beſt 
« and wiſeſt that ever was or ever can be framed ; 
« that I ſhall enter into no Conſpiracy directly or 
«« indirectly to overturn the ſame, bur I ſhall to my 
e utmoſt oppoſe and detect all Plots againſt it, Sc.“ 

195. Let our Laws, the Laws of Freemen and 
Proteftants, protect and reward all Denominations of 
Men, who think and labour for the Public ; and let 
thoſe Laws be a Terror, only 10 Evil-Doers, | 

196. Whilſt Conſtitution, Climate, Caprice and 


Ignorance take ſo great a Share in forming the dif- 


ferent Modes of Religion in this World, and whilſt 
Pride prolongs what Ignorance and Vice may beget, 
let us exert the Humiliation which ſo great a Va- 
riety of Religions ſhould inſpire ; and let us conſider 
that the Divine Providence (whoſe Work is never at a 
Stand) has permitted all this, for our Humiliation 
as well as Puniſhment; Let us not vainly nor im- 
pioufly flatter ourſelves that we (weak Mortals) can 
at our good Will and Pleaſure ohſtruct (however 


we may labour to fruſtrate) is Diſpenſations 


197. Let us therefore (in God's Name) take this 
World on the Terms it is granted to us; with all its 
Faults, and with all its Follies : Let us attempt to re- 
form the one and remove the other, to the utmoſt of 
our limited Power, but ever conſiſtently with the Laws 


of Nature and the Goſpel, There our Duty begins 
and ends. 
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